Legacy Sunday

Sermon Ideas

First, check out this web page. http://www.etdiocese.net/etne/jan00/planned_giving.htm
Proverbs 8:12-21

1. Wisdom is characterized by truth, integrity, and righteousness

2. Possessing wisdom is far superior to possessing gold and silver

3. Wisdom offers wealth beyond possessions

4. Wisdom is not without self-interest – as in a life full of meaning

II Corinthians 9

Check out the following web page for a complete outline of a sermon on this subject: http://www.ccel.org/contrib/exec_outlines/2cor/2co9_6.htm 

1. Paul asserts the conviction that a truly generous person receives in return gifts out of proportion to the original gift. 

2. True generosity arises from a free heart that forgets earthly calculations

3. The motive for generosity is God’s blessing, which are undeserved

4. Two results of giving

a. The needs of worthy people are met

b. The recipients praise God for the gifts

Luke 12:(32-34) 35-44

1. Jesus uses two titles to describe the same person, steward and servant: management and service for others is our calling

2. We should not give in to fear

3. Instead of hoarding money, food, and clothing, we should use what we have to provide for those who have nothing. In this way, we can play an active role in God's provision of food and clothing.
4. When we become overly concerned with money, we spend all our time attaining it. When we die, however, we are forever separated from it, and that work amounts to nothing. When we invest in the kingdom of God, we strive to see others come to a saving knowledge of God. When we die, those who God saves through our ministry will also join us in heaven. Truly, this reward lasts forever. Since we will spend forever with the kind and loving King of the Universe and there will be no sin, our eternal lives will be satisfied.
5. The parable contains a lesson in faithfulness

6. The answer of Jesus in vs. 42 shows that he especially addressed the disciples, for a steward is distinct from the household. On him the whole burden and care of the domestic establishment rested. Thus Jesus showed that he meant the disciples, yet did not exclude any who heard from profiting by his discourse. Fidelity is the first requisite in a steward, and wisdom is the second. All Christians are stewards; preachers, elders, Sunday-school teachers, etc., are stewards of place and office. Rich men, fathers, etc., are stewards of influence and possessions.

